Gemini- A shudder in your time 
stream will be beneficial this 
week. Continuing at a comfort- 
able pace, everything will slow 
around you. Be productive while 


’ Aquarius- Energy that you set 
into motion this week will have 
far-reaching implications regard- 
ing your commitments and al- 
liances. Take a moment to think 
hard about which brick to re- 


move from the Jenga tower. it lasts. 


Pisces- You'll have a much better 
time both socially and profes- 
sionally this week if you engi- 
neer your conversations more 
mindfully. Small talk is a wall as 
impenetrable as silence. There's 
an alternative to both. 


matter or 


week. 


Aries- Fake it ‘til you make it 
this week. Assuming the regalia 
of success and happiness will 
do wonders for your inner land- 
scape. On a long enough time 
line, it will probably all work out. right thing. 


Taurus- Someone who is pissing 
you off.with criticism or mean 
words this week means well, 
they're just emotionally stunted. 


a 


Hannah I'm in trouble! 


I've been seeing a guy for over a year now 
and | must say that it’s a very nice relation- 
ship and that | can genuinely see a future 
with him. | just found out that a guy I've 
had a crush on for like 5 years before | met 
my current guy has been into me all along, 
and just told a mutual friend that he wants 
me really badly, and this is stirring up a lot of 
dormant feelings. | can’t really see a mean- 
ingful future with the other guy but it feels 
strange that the thing I've been building for 
the past year can seem so unsatisfying sud- 
denly. Is this just a part of long term relation- 
ships? 


anon 


My dear anon, 


Oh yes, | think that it is. No one said com- 
mitment was easy. (Or if they did - “I met 
the right person and then everything was 
just perfect, and | never wondered about 
what else might be, ever again!” — well, 
that sounds nice. Personally | don’t think 
| have the temperament for it). For most 
of us, long-term relationships do just go 
through seasons of certainty and seasons 
of doubt. There can be a kind of beauty 
and power, | think, in acknowledging to 
yourself that the choice to be with one 
person involves sacrifices, sometimes dif- 
ficult ones. Commitment is meaningful 
because it isn’t always easy. 


But what to do when the doubt feels over- 
powering? Like now, with this new, con- 
suming knowledge that you could have 
had someone you'd wanted all along. 
Damn. | can see how that would be derail- 
ing. | don’t think either of us puts much 
faith in the wisdom of finding out what 
might have been with that other guy: five 
years of having it bad for him was enough 


Cancer- You may feel a need to 
take someone's advice or assis- are doing 
tance this week in-an.important 

okt Don't. Listen 
and consider what others say trained 
but the less you_dilute yourself, 
the more successful you'll be this 


Leo- You might think hindsight 
is only available after the fact, 
but that’s a lie we tell ourselves 
to excuse our weaknesses. You 
know how things will turn out. 
You know how you'll feel. Do the 


Virgo- Something that feels be- 

yond your control is, in fact, in 

our control. You have the right 

0 be happy, and the power to 
pi 


si a 


Libra- You will have an over- ~ 
whelming urge to advise or as- 
sist a Pisces this week, thinkin 
they’re in over their head an 
need you. They don’t: Focus on 
your own situation and they'll do 
just fine. 


Scorpio- You may find that you 
iy a meaningless "re- 
petitive task for the amiusement 
of someone else. You're not a 
seal. Drop the ball and 
et back to what matters. Life's 
‘00 awesome to spend as some- 
one's jester. 


Sagittarius- This week you live 
between two mirrors. The world 
and everyone you know is you 
reflected to infinity. How you act 
and what you do will effect your 
reality much more than usual. 
Take advantage while you can. 


Capricorn- A line you drew in 
the sand long 390, vowing never 
to cross, must be crossed athis 
week. Things change and com- 


T_T, 


F : shake the pillars of heaven and romises some- times must be 
See the motive buried beneath garth, Slog through the swamps Frade t you wish to advance. 
their actions and address it di- and you'll find the ocean. You'll There's no failure in becoming a 
rectly. find your sailboat. new person. 3 


a 
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to teach you not to imagine that anything 
meaningful might come of it; and | don’t 
know if the language about “wanting you 
really badly” comes from you, or him, or 
your friend, but that doesn’t make it sound 
like what he’s after is some kind of deep 
connection, either. (In fact, | feel slightly 
indignant on your behalf that it only oc- 
curred to him to mention his interest in 
you well after you’d started seeing some- 
one else. Come on, dude. Is it possible he’s 
a bit of a bozo?). But in the meantime, the 
specter of your old desire is calling up am- 
bivalence about your “very nice” relation- 
ship. 


What to do? The question isn’t whether 
you should you break it off with your cur- 
rent guy in order to pursue the old one 
— nope - but rather, does the intensity 
of your response to the revelation about 
your old crush tell you something mean- 
ingful about your current relationship? 
How much weight should you give this 
confusion of feeling? My instinct is: not 
much. Maybe you'll always have a little 
twinge about the old guy, but | suspect 
that the strong reaction will subside. (In 
the meantime, you might take a moment 
to pat yourself on the back, instead of 
wringing your hands. Not, “oh god, the re- 
gret!” but instead something more like, “so 
he wanted me all along. Hah! Fuck yeah! 
Why wouldn't he?”) It may be that you're 
just going through alittle grieving process 
for the loss of what might have been. Per- 
fectly natural. But you'll have to wait for 
the dust to settle and see how you feel. If 
the dissatisfaction in your current relation- 
ship lingers, it will be worth paying a little 
more attention to it. Set the confusion 
about the old guy aside and focus on what 
you have now, how it’s working, and what 
it's missing. | think it will become clearer. 
Good luck. Sending all my best. 


xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! - -- PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - You've got a secret admirer. 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Oh Shit! A Mirror. (NSFW!) 


I'm worming my way through the apple 
of another day when my digestive pipes 
shudder and constrict. A faulty valve 
sends panic signals to my pickled brain. 
“Find a toilet. Please. Find it quickly. I’m 
doing the best | can.’ So | find a toilet. 


| buy a lemon seltzer and slowly run to a 
glass door. It’s a small room beyond the 
door—small and tall. | shrug my bag to 
the floor and fiddle with the knot gird- 
ing my nylon shorts above my ilia (cross- 
word hint). My pale, hairy ass touches 
the seat scant seconds before a deluge 
of IPA-scented decay touches the placid 
pond of a low-flow toilet. | exhale with 
relief, my brow ashine with evaporating 
worry. My shorts look up, grateful, teary 
eyed that they'll live to see another day. 
| run haphazard tumbleweeds of rough 
paper over my dirty hemorrhoids, riding 
the knife between pleasure and pain like 
a true champion. Biting my lip. 


It takes two flushes. 


| rise and adjust my pants, reestablishing 
my trajectory, when: oh shit! A mirror. 


Who is this ghoul peering through the 
window, watching me shit? | thought 
| was alone. Who is this yellow-eyed 
stranger, this dusty-husked voyeur? | 
guess it’s probably me, since I've already 
established that it’s a mirror. | teeter 
slightly. My breath catches. | try a few dif- 
ferent expressions, experimenting with 
stretching my brown, scarred, wrinkled, 
bearded flesh over the grinning skull 
that hides my brain. 


It's my birthday. Seriously. It really is my 
birthday today. April 28. I’m 32 years old. 
Midlife if I’m lucky. | shrug my messenger 
bag back across my wide, stretch-marked 
shoulders. | glance at the lemon seltzer, 
bubbles rising slowly, fizzing towards en- 
tropy, and grasp its cold neck. | unscrew 
the top, slightly cutting the webbing be- 
tween the thumb and pointer finger of 
my left hand, and drink the entire bottle, 
never breaking eye contact with the mir- 
ror, my throat flaming like a sink full of 
Drano. 
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Knock at the door. Polite and terse. 
Waspy. 


| belch, long and muted, feeling my vari- 
ous pipes and sphincters tense at the 
new challenge I’ve thrown them, and run 
the water, pretending to wash my hands. 
| glance once more at the hung over 
Dorian Gray hanging over the sink and 
smirk. It smirks with me. We're laughing 
at each other. “Happy birthday.” 1 say and 
then | leave the room, past some guy that 
has to use the bathroom, to the sidewalk, 
to my bike, where | saddle up, feeling a 
not entirely unpleasant pressure on my 


9 
hemorrhoids from the stiff leather of my S bd a newly 
trusty saddle, my left hand printing tiny Culye leO opened 
commas of blood on my orange handle- art boutique 


bar tape, and continue delivering the Ad- 
mirer that you're currently reading. 


JOIN US FOR GAME NIGHTS 


The world smears by as | fly west on long 


roads. All of my senses congeal into asin- | tuesday - backgammon 6 to 8 pm 
gle organ of perception, and the world wednesday- chess free 
simply is. | smile and forget, and in for- thursday - scrabble 

getting, | simply am. And somewhere in 

a bathroom in Fishtown, a demon leers jeriscurio.com 1726 East Passyunk 215.336.8200 


down through a window, watching you 
shit. 


GREENSGROWZ* FARMS 


2501 E. Cumberland Street 
4912 Baltimore Avenue Ae 


Flash Fiction Writing Contest! M2) 
t fd 


Let’s have a contest. Here are a few writ- 
ing prompts. Select one of them and 
compose a story of 500-750 words that 
contains the prompt at some point. You 
can change the tense and the POV, so 
“| saw a Shrubbery” can be “she sees a 
shrubbery.’ Got it? Send your story to 
PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com. We will 
print the best entries right here, on the 
front page. Get them in by Sunday, May 
3. Ready? 

- If it wasn’t for the damn chairs, no one 

would ever come here. 


VISIT US! oo 
URBAN FARM - 
NURSERY = FARMS TAND 


1 
SPRING PLANTS HAVE ARRIVED 


Kis 
a 


-_ FARM OPEN *. 
2 7DAYS A WEEK = 


STARTING =< 0 
* APRIL20 -” Wf x 


- The Parking Authority stole (him/her/ TUESDAY. 
them) from me. oe 
- Since it didn’t matter anyway, | grabbed ‘SOIRM2y 
the red one. 
-“Well shit,’ he said, “it ain't like you can , . ; : 
blame the clock.’ y* qo : 
- Of everything | owned, it was certainly ‘ Fa a 
the most embarrassing. ince | a 4 
- | don’t think I'll ever know why | did that, PANEL ON ROOD - . 
but I'd do it again. : E QUININE ETEL —— 
- Strangers have been spitting on me for oa ay, 


weeks now. 


Do it with Denise! Long day. Filled the tub 


80's workout every day Got in and James Brown, my-cat a ss Cy, 
Eliminates brown gravy | Decigédito shit. ZZ ZZ 
(Youtube denise Austin rock hard tummies) 
Menses and flu came Bloody fingers and = 
Y At same time intndia. no running water make for 
Since 2000 ey | cried. Monks were sweet. impromptu painting 
FIREHOUSE Bi P+ BookingEL@yahoo.com 
_ ° woke up with the blood I'm afraid to sleep 1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
Baltimore Ave. % filled up the tub for a bath Nightmare on 55th st 
215-727-9692 “7 4311 Lancaster Ave. wore undies right in IN A WHITE SUNDRESS Horror scene duvet 
215-222-2171 
Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), ao Lae pert ao LINE 


and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 6/1/2015 
www.firehousebicycles.com 


ae a ee makin manctiual haiguvemalWendy and d BOLLET ® 
YOO" SITS ff Like making menstrual haiku? Email Wendy and get recognized! y ; He) 
Z Email: Philadelphia Admirere gna g CornFairy@gmail.com Roel BOQ» 
Z 


Back issues: Philadelphia- S ecret- 


elnirer Hannes cane Good Friends - Good Food : Good Times 
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Z News : Licobook. coin EN oat ga NO% 
Z i 5 poe a y 

Z Ploritudes: twitter @PhillyAdmirer Shake aha igeatentteceesteadendodesacavevebesata iano LLL LZ 

A ; : person- | mean, aven een to New Orieans, Dut! ve been to a NeW Orleans- ; ) ; H i 

Z Mails cret Age Wah oe themed bar in New York. aEross down gh oaure purchase with this SP aN 
Z 2 2300 = pL) “PA! a125 Zt 1.To force around the pointy end of a knife 1. A type of slav | 328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 
TO Manado hh séddddddd 4,\ Atlantis 5. Sense of humor, on Tumblr 2. A great place for a tree house 


eaguduece sei tadizizasaeiastiiazatvaianiesesaussxaiaciias sot anietsaaindeie as tasssassesiteaseiece essen cates? gal- He had a twin bed and multiple sex mirrors. 8. Erotica 3. Once more, with feeling 


12. Sea eagle 4. A idea about which you feel strongly 
13. Four equal a Jackson 5. Team 
Bottle Bar East .Pwn 6. When something isn’t cool any more 
(] o guy- | AM AN AMERICAN! | ONLY EAT CHEESEBURGERS AND PIZZA! . Bobbin 7. Demi and Semis best pal 
LL . Subcutaneous inflammation 8. Relaxing bourgie comfort spot 
— Northern Liberties ele ae 9. To imbue with wetness 
SAL ES € S F R VI G E person- Yeah... you just can't keep up with the Kardashians. cere SEEeait eed i Sas é 
.Calm in the storm National 
—————————— 42&Spruce . Formerly _ Less crazy 
606 S 9th St gal- | got dragged from party to party carrying my backpack. At one point | put -In ae era laiaalt eee . City between Paris and Marseille 
Tues-Thurs, Fri& Sat: 10-5 Weds: 1-9 it on the ground and we all danced around it. Which turned out to be a terrible pevidl e Eee rio seg COnLe«e .A this of weed is usually 20 bucks 
1 . . id a | dall back k butt holes Clean break 
Closed Sun & Mon idea because now I've got mud all over my backpack. . Burrito cuisine family Big hairy dudes 
. . Hide the tops of spines i 
Spring tune up - $60 Ray's Birthday Bar eae ee ld EE 
915 627-3370 bikeville.com guy- (condescendingly) There's definitely a lower percentage of homosexual . pede eae Consumers STL 
men that are bad at sucking a dick than there are of heterosexual women. That's . Late aie ae Game C in Duck Hunt LAST cle 
just a fact. Conversation over. Dae yenrate da ‘fap -Betinct flightless bird : : aw 
43. A mixed up SCARE 5 a Aa ae Ispels vag oaers ray M1 
Walnut 45. What people say when they're sleeping 33° 414 Sa eee neat c MIA 
person- Hey! Get your bagel off of my calculator! Holy tempi India Unies gun = Sac 
Pela - Acutely insightful WEEICKS 5 Sin 
Outside of Oh! Shea's owe ton Arabic valley i | 
) a ; . . . Angry wrath ape A 
guy smoking- Yeah, he was on a LOT of painkillers at the time. | think that might _ Knights who say this enjoy shrubbery 44. Knights M 1 IN 
explain the poetry. . Harbinger of diarrhea 47. Thick A R 
.God of love 49. Hell in Minecraft Bad 
It’s SOLAN. It’s a kind of goose but who 52. The weakest kind of tide JAM S A 
the hell knows anything about geese 53. Therefore A N 
64. A tiny candle on a dark night 55. Trollop G 
1A Us 65. Malaria shivers 56. Hip bones E 
? 66. If you are, you do 57. Involuntary surprise breath 3 


67. Lady sheep 58. Touches Missouri and Minnesota 

68. You can strike one, but it won't start 59.Receptive me me em eee 
a fire 60. Home 

69. Mouth 62. Witness 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 
. | 

I 

70. Diatribe I 
1 

I 
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(267) 8584186 lam the sky 


that clung to falling birds 
with hands of air, 
and was never substantial enough 
to save even 


Closed Mondays 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! + 
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et P OPS oeeceecesccscccsccsccccseece, 


‘ 1- Kandor is the capital city of which fictional planet? 1 
Come to our great place toen-: 7 1 2- What is a Remington #2? I one of them, 
Breezy’s Joy our foods and beverages! 3- The island Aruba is owned by this European kingdom. least of all 
CAFE Nonuliiyowieavenunghy. 4 6 4- Name the one person that.slept with both Bob Dylan and Steve Jobs, i himself. 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 5- How many black keys‘are on a standard piano? I 
emer ccccccccccc cee eeeeceseccee ees eseesseeeccccseeee” ~) ANSWERS ON BACK | \ Fo 


